
  

 A Celebration of the Eucharist | The Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost  

August 16, 2026 | 10:00am  

Welcome! We hope you will participate fully in today’s services at the level of your comfort. Customary 
times to sit, stand, or kneel (as able) are indicated in italics. Words spoken by the people are indicated 
in bold. Everything you need to worship is  provided in this worship bulletin unless otherwise noted. 
Other important information can be found on the back cover of this bulletin. 

Gathering the People 

VOLUNTARY    “How Great Thou Art” arr. by Robert W. Smith (1958-2023)   

OPENING HYMN  “Thou Whose Almighty Word”      Hymnal 1982 #371 
All stand as able. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OPENING ACCLAMATION 

Presider   Blessed be the one, holy and living God: 
People  Glory to God for ever and ever. 
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Presider   Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

GLORIA   “Glory to God” by William Matthias (1934-1992)   Hymnal 1982 S278 
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COLLECT FOR THE DAY 

Presider The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Presider Let us pray. 
 Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us a sacrifice for sin, and also an example of 
godly life: Give us grace to receive thankfully the fruits of his redeeming work, and to follow daily in the 
blessed steps of his most holy life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Word of God 
Please be seated.  

FIRST READING    A Reading from the Book of Genesis [45:1-15]. 

Joseph could no longer control himself before all those who stood by him, and he cried out, “Send everyone 
away from me.” So no one stayed with him when Joseph made himself known to his brothers. And he wept 
so loudly that the Egyptians heard it, and the household of Pharaoh heard it. Joseph said to his brothers, “I 
am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could not answer him, so dismayed were they at his 
presence. Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He said, “I am your 
brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. And now do not be distressed, or angry with yourselves, because 
you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. For the famine has been in the land these two 
years; and there are five more years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. God sent me before 
you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. So it was not you who 
sent me here, but God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the 
land of Egypt. Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me 
lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near 
me, you and your children and your children’s children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you 
have. I will provide for you there—since there are five more years of famine to come—so that you and your 
household, and all that you have, will not come to poverty.’ And now your eyes and the eyes of my brother 
Benjamin see that it is my own mouth that speaks to you. You must tell my father how greatly I am honored 
in Egypt, and all that you have seen. Hurry and bring my father down here.” Then he fell upon his brother 
Benjamin’s neck and wept, while Benjamin wept upon his neck. And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon 
them; and after that his brothers talked with him.  

  The Word of the Lord. 
People   Thanks be to God. 

RESPONSE  Psalm 133  
 
 

 

 

It is like fine oil upon the head that runs down upon the beard, upon the beard of Aaron, and runs down up-
on the collar of his robe. Refrain 

It is like the dew of Hermon that falls upon the hills of Zion. For there the Lord has ordained the blessing: life 
for evermore. Refrain 
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SECOND READING    A Reading from the Letter to the Romans [11:1-2a; 29-32]. 

I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a 
member of the tribe of Benjamin. God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. 

For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. Just as you were once disobedient to God but have now 
received mercy because of their disobedience, so they have now been disobedient in order that, by the mer-
cy shown to you, they too may now receive mercy. For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he 
may be merciful to all. 

  The Word of the Lord. 
People   Thanks be to God. 

GRADUAL   “Hallelujah! Our God Reigns!” by Dale Garratt (b.1942) 

All stand as able. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL 

Deacon   The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew [15: (10-20), 21-28]. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. Just then a Canaanite woman from that 
region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by 
a demon.” But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, 
for she keeps shouting after us.” He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” But 
she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s 
food and throw it to the dogs.” She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their 
masters’ table.” Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” 
And her daughter was healed instantly. 
 

  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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HOMILY           
Please be seated. 
 

THE CREED (sung paraphrase) 
All stand as able. 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Deacon Siblings in Christ, in this season of growth, we offer our prayers to the God who creates, redeems, 
and sustains. Let us lift our voices saying, “Grant us your peace.”  

Leader  God of the ordinary, help us to integrate the Gospel into our daily lives, transforming the simple 
and routine into something profoundly holy. We pray, 
People Grant us your peace. 

Leader  God of the Beloved community, guide the leaders of the Church and all communities of faith. May 
we build ministries grounded in justice, joy, and belonging. We pray,  
People Grant us your peace. 

Leader  God of all peoples, grant wisdom and compassion to those in power. Raise up leaders who work 
for peace and amplify unheard voices. We pray,  
People Grant us your peace. 

Leader  God of humility, teach us to restore what is broken and acknowledge when we’ve caused harm. 
Give us courage to sit with discomfort rather than flee from it, to learn and grow from one another, knowing 
we can do infinitely more together than apart. We pray,  
People Grant us your peace. 

Leader  God of healing and hope, we pray for all who suffer—through illness, hunger, isolation, or fear. 
Hold close those on our prayer list and those we now name. We pray, 
People Grant us your peace. 

Leader God of the small and holy things, we give thanks for birthdays, anniversaries, and the quiet 
joys of this community. We pray,  

People Grant us your peace. 

Leader God of eternal life, we remember those who have died. Comfort those who grieve, and  
remind us of your eternal presence. We pray,  

People Grant us your peace. 

The presider offers a concluding collect. 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 

Deacon Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  
All God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives. 
We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created. We repent 
of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and 
strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. 
Amen. 

Presider Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,  
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

THE PEACE OF CHRIST & WELCOME 

Presider  The Peace of Christ be with you always.  
People        And also with you. 

The People exchange a sign of peace with one another and sit for a message of greeting. 
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 The Holy Communion 
Offerings are made of bread and wine and water, and the financial gifts of the people. Online offerings can be made to 
Church of Our Saviour at chicagocos.org/give or by using the QR Code on the back cover of this bulletin. If you would 
like communion brought to you at home, please email rector@chicagocos.org. 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM   “We Resist” by Mark Miller (b.1967)  

 OFFERTORY HYMN   “In Boldness, Look to God”     Voices Found #94 
All stand as able. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING         Enriching Our Worship Prayer 2 

Presider  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 

Presider  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Presider  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

Presider  We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From before 
time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into being: sun, 
moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing. You made us in your image, and taught us 
to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares for her 
children, you would not forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. And so this 
day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity, lifting our voices to 
magnify you as we sing:  

SANCTUS & BENEDICTUS    “Holy, Holy, Holy Lord” 

 

 

 

 

 

Presider  Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin and 
death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant, that she 
might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God. Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread 
with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the 
world to himself yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for him to complete 
upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you.  

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave thanks to you, 
broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the re-
membrance of me.” As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it 
to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you 
and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and risen, who was and 
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is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice. Pour out your 
Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe your Spirit over the whole 
earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for the world you have made. In the fullness 
of time bring us, with all your saints, from every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast at the 
banquet prepared from the foundation of the world.  

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory and praise, 
for ever and ever. 

People  AMEN. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Presider And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
People Our Father, who art in heaven, 
      hallowed be thy Name, 
      thy kingdom come, 
      thy will be done, 
          on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
      as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, 
      but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
      and the power, and the glory, 
      for ever and ever. Amen.  

BREAKING OF THE BREAD & FRACTION ANTHEM 
 

Presider  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
FRACTION ANTHEM    “We Break This Bread”  
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Presider These are the Gifts of God for the people of God. 
Communion Note—Everyone is invited to receive communion. Please let the priest know if you desire a gluten-free  
wafer. If you prefer, you may receive a blessing instead of Communion; to indicate your desire for a blessing, simply 
cross your arms over your chest. 

COMMUNION ANTHEM    “In Remembrance”  by Buryl Red (1936-2013), arr. by Lloyd Larson (b.1954) 

COMMUNION HYMN    “Heal Me Hands of Jesus”   Wonder Love and Praise #773 
All stand as able.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER & BLESSING 

Presider  Let us pray.  
All  Eternal God, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus 
Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into 
the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness 
of heart; through Christ our Savior. Amen.  
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CLOSING HYMN    “God of Mercy, God of Grace”    Wonder Love and Praise #773 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISMISSAL  
Deacon Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE    “Just a Closer Walk with Thee” Traditional Gospel Hymn 
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Connect with Us  We would love to get to know you. Please use the QR code on the right to share  
some information, or place a Connect Card from the backs of the pews in the offering plate, or hand 
it to the clergy or staff on your way out. 

Restrooms  Restrooms are located in the Parish Commons and in the back of the church on the east side. 

Nursery  Nursery care is available on the second floor in the Parish Commons beginning at 8:45am. 

Parking  Parking is available at Lurie Children’s Hospital (2515 N. Clark). Stickers are on the welcome table in 
the narthex. 

Online Giving | Offerings are made of bread and wine and water, and the financial gifts of the  
people. Online offerings to Church of Our Saviour can be made at chicagocos.org/give, or by  using 
the QR Code at the right. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TODAYS MINISTERS  Presider: The Rev. Charlotte Johnson; Deacon and Preacher: The Rev. Jess Elfring-Roberts; Lector: Sue 

Watts; Acolyte: Tom Walker Davi Bambino; Music: Cate Mascari leading The COS Music Ensemble; Greeters: Mark Shields, Kevin 
Kamraczewski; Healing Prayer Ministers: Judy Gray, Carol Blendowski; Altar 
Guild Minister: Danielle Carrier; Nursery: Ella Uganski, Claire Reband 


